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Mark 12. 38-44 

Giving and not looking for anything in return 

An unnamed lady gives so much of what she has to the Temple in honour of Yahweh (God). It’s an act of devotion, 
displaying genuine extravagance, and at the same time making no demands on the Temple. This beautiful and moving 
event probably reminds us of another unnamed woman who pours a flask of expensive perfume over Jesus.  Both of 
these wonderful women give willingly, with no thought for their own future needs.  Both of them give their all – and 
reveals what Jesus talks about and shows in his life, about the freedom in self-denying service to God. 
 

These two ladies and Jesus were never looking for public honour or esteem, and they know that acts of pure 
generosity is what moves people’s hearts. 
 
Having read the gospel and this short reflection, perhaps you might like to pray St Francis of Assisi’s famous prayer. 
 
Stephen 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, your pardon,  
and where there is doubt, faith where there is despair, hope,  
where there is darkness, light,where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console. 
To be understood as to understand.To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receiveand it is pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 
 

 
Sunday Morning Worship in Christ Well, and on Zoom, at 10.30 am will be led by Rev Dr Noel Davies. 
We will celebrate Communion.  
Bible Readings:Hebrews 2.5-10:  Hebrews 4.12-14: Hebrews 11.1-3: 13-16: 39-40: Hebrews 12.1-3. 

If you wish to attend the Service please let the church know by the Thursday before each Sunday. 
 
Cycle of Prayer in the Swansea Region – we will pray for Christ Well 
 

 



 
Election of Elders 
A reminder that nominations for Elders, in writing, must be handed in by this Sunday, 7th November. 
 

Induction of Rev Neil Riches to the Joint Pastorate of Hope and Radipole United Reformed Churches, 
Saturday, 30thOctober. 
A small number of members from Swansea travelled to Weymouth to attend this Service, and to wish Neil  
well in the Wessex Synod. 
 
 
Love Beyond Price   (Sheila Marsden – URC Handbook 2021) 

He comes to the temple in his best clothes – to be seen, 
andto be seen observing all the rituals. 
Someone who demands attention, conspicuous with his lengthy prayers. 
He would never play second fiddle.  He tosses his offering in the collection plate, 
knowing he has riches enough – and plenty to spare. 

She comes to the temple, almost invisible amidst the crowd, mingling with all who come to pray. 
A poor widow, struggling to fend for herself, often exploited and pushed to the margins. 
She comes humbly, with her few resources, quietly offering her gift of small coins, 
yet extravagantly giving at such great cost.  

Our Gracious God, 
We bring ourselves to you.  Your love for each one of us is extravagant.   
Help us use your blessings in the best possible ways.  

Sometimes we get carried away by our own concerns, and our focus on self. 
We take the easy route with the gifts you have given – our time, skills and money.  
Help us recognise when our actions fall short, or our motives are wrong.  And forgive us. 

Let us feel your presence close and within us, helping us to live together,  
wisely, and well, in humility and loving service. 

         

 


