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Matthew 11.2-11 

John the Baptist was commissioned by God to baptise Jesus, and in baptising Jesus he sees the Holy Spirit 
coming down for heaven.  At that moment John recognised who Jesus was, and so bows down to him and 
proclaims to all around him that this man Jesus is the chosen servant of God.  But in today’s reading John is 
all in a dither, and in effect says, “Are you really the Christ, or should we look for someone else?”  

I wonder what you do when you lose your confidence in the Christ and his message?  How do you respond 
when you are going through a dry patch, because for various reasons the faith you had seems not to be so 
assured?  We all go through periods when the faith we have been given loses a bit of its shine and we 
begin to doubt, and sense a certain amount of uncertainty. 

We are step by step moving towards the celebration in which you will worship an unimportant and 
powerless child who ultimately proves to be the truly powerful one, the one in who ultimately everything 
depends.  This inevitably means, to believe in this child you have to leave behind what everyone else thinks 
is important, and move away from what people want from life.  This child you worship is the one who will 
reveal to you the light to find the right path.  Believing this is a lot to expect of anyone. 

One way of finding a way to renew your faith is quite simply to read about the saints who have gone 
before you.  For many Christians, the saints challenge us, lead us on, shape us and help to encourage us 
and point us in a better direction, for they have been where you and I have been. 

Stephen 
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Sunday Morning Worship in Christ Well, and on Zoom, at 10.30 am will be led by Rev Dr Robert Pope                                                              
   
 
Cycle of Prayer in the Swansea Region – we will pray for Christ Well 
 
 
Tea and Chat –  2 pm - Tuesday –  13th December – at Christ Well 

 

Advent Bible Study on Zoom – 13th December at 7 pm. 

 

Christian Aid – our usual Christmas collection will be taken on 25th December.  Envelopes will be available 
from next Sunday, 18th December.  

 
 
 
 
In the steps of John the Baptist 
 (Lectionary Readings:  Isaiah 35.1-10: Psalm 146.5-10: or Luke 1.46b-55:  James 5.7-10:  Matthew 2.1-11) 

O Lord, our loving Father,  
Deepen in us the faith, hope and trust of John the Baptist,  
who was called by you to prepare the way of the Promised One. 

John never doubted in Your word, but waited for the Promised One to be revealed. 

Waiting can be so hard to bear – the anticipation, the fear, the watching 
can create anxiety.  Yet it is to a time of trust and hope that all shall be revealed 
“in its right time”,  when the ground is prepared.  

Help us, Lord, to be like John the Baptist – working for the common good; 
not drawing attention to ourselves, but accompanying others, 
helping them recognise Jesus in their lives and rejoicing with them. 
This is the witness John gave us. 

“He (the Messiah) must increase, and I must decrease”. 

Just as John the Baptist was called to prepare the ground –  
and wait, let us continue this mission, Lord,  
with your help, until it is “the right time”. 
Amen. 

Sr Maire Hayes  (URC Prayer Handbook 2022) 

 
 

 


