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FIRST SUNDAY OF   

  

 

LUKE 21.25-36 

The Kingdom of God is near (v.31), but how? 

When Jesus is speaking about the Kingdom of God being near, he is saying, the Living God is active near you,  

and therefore God really does  exist and He is going beyond anything else He did in the past. 

This imminent sense of the Kingdom of God ‘being upon you’, Matthew 12:28, or ‘in the midst of you’,          
Luke 17:21 is as you know most fully seen and experienced in Jesus himself, through his presence, actions and 
his preaching.  You will know that by looking closely at Jesus’ life, and so by focusing on him, you will find 
treasure in the field (Matt.13:44) and you can celebrate your discovery of a fine set of pearls (Matt.13:45-46). 
For whenever we sincerely gaze and zero in on the source of all goodness and truth it is inevitable we will be 
changed.  So for example with the tax collector in Luke 18.9-14, he looks to God and knows he needs mercy, 
and so discover God’s mercy.  This experience helps the tax collector to become more merciful.  Recognising 
God’s goodness we become good ourselves.  This we know, for when you are open to God, spend time 
listening to God’s voice in the scriptures in order to accept it, a message touches you and fills your life with 
light, hope, and you know you are truly free. 

May God’s grace help us to focus on the infinite love of God, which we will enjoy eternally to the full in 
heaven, when our soul is at last united to God forever in the communion of saints.   Amen.   

                        

Stephen  
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Sunday Morning Worship in Christ Well and on Zoom at 10.30 will be led by Rev Dr Robert Pope 
Bible Reading: Luke 21.25-36 
PLEASE NOTE: If you are attending Worship in person please bring the Order of Service with you 

Cycle of Prayer in the Swansea Region – we will pray for Temple, Gowerton 

Advent Bible Study on Zoom –  Wednesday, 1st December - 7.30 pm – led by Rev Dr Robert Pope 

 

 

Travelling with God  (Ruth Quine – URC Prayer Handbook 2021) 

I am excited Lord, I love travelling,  
so I’m really looking forward to this Advent journey, to a place where all things have been set right.  
As I prepare to make my expedition,  
I am grateful that you have promised to equip me with all that I need.  

Help me to remember that I am not travelling without a map – 
that you will lead me along the path of truth, 
that you will provide landmarks along the way to remind me of your mercy, 
that you have planned only the best for me. 

Help me to know that I am not journeying alone, 
that you are an utterly reliable travelling companion – for the worst and best of times, 
that you have marked me with the sign of your love  
and you will never let me down.  

Lord, help me to feel the fullness of your love within me – 
a never-ending source of food for my journey, 
nourishing and nurturing me along the way, 
as I travel in hope to a guaranteed destination. 

 
 


