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Mark 12.28-34 

‘You are not far from the Kingdom of God’ 

This very brief meeting of the Scribe with Jesus is quite unlike most of the other encounters he has with 
religious leaders.  For most of the religious people who have authority are portrayed as misguided, lacking 
awareness and love being noticed by other people. 

Mark is of course a stunningly honest writer about all the characters in the gospel.  You have a sense that         
he is deeply reflective about human nature and therefore aware of how we can all be easily misguided,        
lack understanding and of course desire praise from others.  The scribe in this encounter perhaps reminds      
us that when we stop pushing ourselves forward, stand still and listen to Jesus’ message about faith, hope    
and charity, perhaps we will know in our hearts, ‘You are not far from the Kingdom of God?’ 

Stephen 

 

Sunday Morning Worship in Christ Well, and on Zoom, at 10.30 am will be led by Rev Sue Raad.  
Bible Readings:  Hebrews 12.1-3:  Matthew 5.1-12. 

 
Cycle of Prayer in the Swansea Region –  we will pray for Uniting Church Sketty  
 

 

 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the Harvest Appeal for Christian Aid. The total raised was 
£610, this along with the £325 Gift Aid received on 2020 donations means a grand total of £935 will be sent   
to Christian Aid. 
 

 

 

 



“YOUR GOD IS MY GOD”       (Ruth 1.1-18) 

God of Jacob and of Ruth. 

To you who judges in favour of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry,                                                                                                                           
we pray for all those who do not have enough to eat.                                                                                                    
Prick the conscience of those who enjoy more than their share, until hunger becomes a thing of the past. 

To you who protects the strangers who live in our land, we pray for all who are refugees.                                                                                                                                                   
Grant them a place of welcome and of safety, and friends to offer support and sustenance. 
 
To you who helps the widows and orphans, we pray for all who mourn the passing of loved ones.                                                                                            
Comfort them, and assure them of the homecoming that awaits us all in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

May our prayers become more than words, as we come alongside those who suffer.                      
and pledge to go where they will go, that our God will be their God too. 

(Julian Sanders  -  URC Prayer Handbook 2021)  

 


